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According to a report released July 25 by the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC), the quality of public education in Uruguay has deteriorated significantly in
recent years. The report, based on observation of 50 groups of adolescents, indicated that 35.5% of
public school students fail to meet minimum standards in mathematics. The same figure for private
school students is 6.8%. A total of 47.5% of students at public schools located in department capitals
scored below the minimum on math tests, compared to 52.2% for students at Montevideo technical
or trade schools, and 68.5% for such students in other cities. ECLAC reported that students also
fared poorly on language skills tests, especially writing. According to the study, about half of all
students in public high schools or technical schools are unable to express themselves well enough
to apply for a job. The ECLAC report concluded that the poor results were attributable to failures of
the Uruguayan educational system as a whole, rather than individual students' deficiencies. (Source:
Spanish news service EFE, 07/25/92)
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